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ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW ENGLAND

The University of New England is Maine’s largest private university, with two beautiful coastal campuses in 

Maine, a one-of-a-kind study-abroad campus in Tangier, Morocco, and an array of flexible online offerings. In 

an uncommonly welcoming and supportive community, we offer hands-on learning, empowering students to 

make a positive impact in a world full of challenges. We are the state’s top provider of health professionals and 

home to Maine’s only medical and dental colleges, a variety of other interprofessionally aligned health care 

programs, and nationally recognized programs in the marine sciences, the natural and social sciences, 

business, the humanities, and the arts. Visit www.une.edu.

WESTBROOK COLLEGE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS

The Westbrook College of Health Professions prepares graduates to practice, lead, and excel in today’s 

complex health care environment. The college is composed of undergraduate and graduate programming, 

with faculty dedicated to relationship-focused, student-centered learning. The college has state-of-the-art 

educational facilities and has pioneered the model of interprofessional education. 



THE POMP BEHIND THE CIRCUMSTANCE  
Academic Regalia

THE GOWN

The history of the academic gown goes back to the 12th century. During this period, everyone — both men 

and women, royalty, lay folk, clerics, tradesmen, students — wore long flowing robes. The apparel varied in 

elegance according to the rank and wealth of the owner, from simple rough worsteds to rich gold brocades 

wrought with tassels and trimmed with colorful velvet and rich furs. It was in this period that the first 

organized bodies of learning were formed. From the gowns worn in the “universities” of the period have 

evolved the academic costumes of today.

The bachelor’s gown is a simple design falling straight from a rather elaborate yoke with long pointed sleeves. 

The gown worn by a master has long, closed, somewhat fuller sleeves, which reach nearly to the wearer’s 

knees. The arms go through slits at the elbow, giving the appearance of short sleeves. The doctoral gown is cut 

much fuller and has large bell-shaped sleeves. The gowns are usually, but not always, black, and those of 

bachelors and masters are generally devoid of ornamentation. The doctoral gowns are distinguished by the 

five-inch velvet panel around the neck and down both sides of the front as well as by three-inch velvet bars 

sewn on each sleeve. The color of the velvet trim may be black or may indicate the nature of the degree. 

THE HOOD

The hood seems to have had a somewhat practical origin. Medieval monks used their hood for two purposes: 

to protect their shaved heads in the winter and as a container to collect alms.

Today, the hood serves as the most symbolic part of the academic regalia by which the observer can ascertain 

the wearer’s level and kind of degree. The bachelor’s hood is the smallest, being three feet long. The velvet 

trim along the edges, indicating the nature of the degree, is two inches wide. The master’s hood is six inches 

longer and bears a three-inch velvet trim. The doctoral hood is a full four feet long and exhibits a five-inch 

velvet trim, indicating the nature of the degree.

Look for the following hood trim colors: sage green for the Master of Science in Athletic Training, navy blue for 

the Master of Science in Nurse Anesthesia, gold for the Master of Occupational Therapy, yellow for the Master 

of Science Physician Assistant, citron for the Master of Social Work, olive green for the Doctor of Pharmacy, and 

teal for the Doctor of Physical Therapy.

The colorful interior of the hood, visible from behind, indicates by hue the degree-granting institution. The 

University of New England’s colors are blue and grey.

THE CORDS AND STOLES

The cord in graduation ceremonies is used to signify a special designation or membership in an honor society. 

The origin of the cord is from the Catholic and Anglican churches, where cords were used to distinguish 

between the varying levels of clergy members.

Military Service Honors

The University is proud to recognize students serving or who have served in the various military branches of 

the United States of America. Graduating students currently serving in the U.S. military and veterans will be 

recognized by red, white, and blue cords.

AWARDS

FACULTY CUP

The Faculty Cup recognizes and honors academic and community involvement and leadership  

of graduate students.

DEPARTMENTAL AWARDS

The departmental awards honor outstanding academic achievement.



ORDER OF CEREMONIES

PROCESSIONAL

Graduate and Professional Class of 2024, Platform Party

WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS

Jennifer Morton, M.P.H., D.N.P., PHNA-BC, FAAN, Dean, Westbrook College of Health Professions 
Gwendolyn Mahon, M.Sc., Ph.D., Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs, University of New England

FACULTY CUP AWARD PRESENTATION

Bernice Mills, M.S., Associate Dean of Student and Clinical Affairs, Westbrook College of Health Professions 

DISTINGUISHED TEACHING AWARD PRESENTATION

Elizabeth Crampsey, Ed.D., Associate Dean of Academic Affairs, Westbrook College of Health Professions

OUTSTANDING STUDENT AWARD 

Athletic Training: Wayne Lamarre, M.Ed., Program Director

Occupational Therapy: Kristin Winston, Ph.D., Program Director 

Physician Assistant: Robin Risling-de Jong, Ed.D., Program Director 

Social Work: Jennifer O’Neil, Ph.D., Program Director  

School of Pharmacy: Steven Siconolfi, Ph.D., Interim Dean 

Physical Therapy: Sally McCormack Tutt, Ed.D., Program Director 

PRESENTATION OF HOODS

Departmental Faculty

CLOSING REMARKS

Jennifer Morton, M.P.H., D.N.P., PHNA-BC, FAAN, Dean, Westbrook College of Health Professions

RECESSIONAL



Master of Science 

Physician Assistant 

Erik Blandford Anderson

Crystal Nicole Annis

Kafayat Adeola Adepeju Bello

Ailene Nicole Berry

Emily J. Bowman

Christina M. Brooks

Elizabeth Bryden

Kathleen Burgoyne

Sophia Cardini

Timothy Corey

Diana C. Dearden

Nicole Marie Downey

Claire Marie Dudek

Jillian T. Flynn

Jennifer A. Fountain

Mollie Claire Gardner

Nicholas J. Goldsack

Gregory Charles Griffin

Robyn Belle Leuteritz

Michael A. Matassa

Caitlin Mary Miles

Megan Marie Morash

Erin Lisa Murphy

Michael C. Mutchie

Tyson Daniel Nadeau

Alexis Jane Nason

Nathan Michael Oakes

Gina Maria Pardi

Andrew G. Petlock

Connor Stephen Phibbs

Kaylee Alysse Pope

William Charles Prescott

Sydney Ricker

Ashley Renee Roy

Emily M. Rush

Lily Marie Russell

Courtney Elizabeth Santos

Neeyati P. Sheth

Joshua Ronen Smestad

Daniel J. Spicer

Rebecca G. Starr

Rosario Taormina

Robert Waxman

Alisyn D. Zuber

Master of Social Work  

Meghan Marie Bianco

Benjamin Joseph Bowie

Taylor C. Boynton

Julia Josephine Elizabeth Cole

Claire Elizabeth Dean

Kim A. DeCarlo

Audrey G. Gavin

Mackenzie Rae Hitch

Kevin M. Jasani

Master of Science 

Athletic Training 

Riley Mae Billings 

Winston Howard Bryan IV

Ann Elizabeth Chapman

Ethan Walter Dispoto

Nathaniel Stone Hutchins

Trevor Matot

Olivia Stephanie Mitchell

Gavin T.  Tanis 

Ryan David Vienneau 

Brenden Eric Waterman 

Master of Science

Nurse Anesthesia 

Emma Kathryn Bowden

Master of Science

Occupational Therapy

Jordan A. Agabin

Aerin Elizabeth Bacon

Catherine Elizabeth Barry

Emily Marie Blackwell

Kiara Jenifer Boeck

Emma Elisabeth Bouman

Kaitlyn Elizabeth Bubnowicz

Stephanie Ashley Burns

Emily Marie Carrick

Kristen Sierra Chismar

Jaynee D. Colberg

Gabriella Ann Crugnale

Kara Elizabeth Daavettila

Christina Elizabeth Genuario

Lauren A. Golden

Amanda Margaret Good

Victoria Elaine Haley

Sarah Nicole Henderson

Nadezhda Flora Henneman

Hannah Paige Hutchins

Elizabeth Ann Knell

Korianna Lyne Limoges

Bailey Angleline Lynch

Cheyenne Malloy

Taylor Michelle McPartlin

Aubrey Moser

Caleigh Lyn Pimentel

Caroline Sundena Sarro

Kayla Marie Scott

Danielle S. Skinner

Michaela Lynne Svendsen

Sierra Marie Tartre

Michelle Renee Teodoro

Adrienne Elizabeth Toof

Yasmeen Abdela Tum

Isabella Jamie Turner

CANDIDATES FOR HOODING



Kaden Ray Hersel

Emma R. Jones

John Christopher Kaminski

Chelsea D. Keister

Alexandra Wilson Kennie

Michael John Keogh

Celia Leone Larson

Abigail Margaret LeBlanc

Adam M. Lee

Jessica Lee

Saylor Ann Martin

Kayleigh Adele McComb

Dana K. Megin

Cara Moran

Andrew Morse

Akua Baawa Obeng

Molly Byrne OCallaghan

Nina Mai Pham

Thomas Dennis Henry Pitts

Garrett Cole Ressler

Deanna Marie Rotella

Domenic Joseph Scialoia

Holly Elisabeth Spencer

Samantha Kay Strout

Julia M. Symbol

Tori Tlachac

Jacob Kristian Trapp

Cameron A. Twombly

Gunner Lucas Fagarang Vallatini

Miguel Vidal

Timothy Nicholas Whitney

Mary Elizabeth Wilson

Patience Woode

Haley R. Yarber

Michelle Zeltsman

Courtney Zernick  

Ashley Marie Potvin

Emma Gabrielle Price Schwartz

Kristen L. Walther 

Doctor of Pharmacy 

Meghan Elizabeth Aiello

Fiona Margaret Blanchard

Nicole Manon Bradeen

Mackenzey Tanner Buczek

Joshua Ryan Burke

Olivia Hanigan Chase

Alicia Yuen Li Foo

Emmeline Carley Graham

Megan W. Greene

Sydney Michael Emily Jackson

Gabriel David Johnson

Emily Nicole Kent

Jillian Taylor Lachapelle

Nicole Marie Lombardi

Taylor Louise Mason

Alice Louise Mathews-Moran

Sarah Elizabeth Mayrose

Austin Ray Moreau

Quang Duy Nguyen

Autumn Rachel Nostrom

Katherine Ann Parker

Benjamin James Pastore

Elizabeth May Relf

Camden Daniel Saucier

Jessica Sharma

Jordyn LeBrun Sullivan

Kirsten Rebecca Sullivan

Ryan David Swansburg

Jeremy Vuong

Doctor of  
Physical Therapy

Ma Andrea Lana C. Advincula

Nicholas Ball

Katie Marie Beaudoin

Mackenzie Lynn Beaudoin

Lindsey Nicole Beaulieu

Dylan Ryan Blosser

Matthew L. Bonsant

Thomas Brezinski

Marisa Capris Carbone

Courtney Alzette Carver

Silas G. Crosby

Alison L. Doiron

Hunter Lawrence Drew

Carley Sims Eldredge

Kayley Erica Flinders

Osmar X. Freire

Tessa Elizabeth Goldstein

Leah Beth Harrison



SENIOR ADMINISTRATION

James D. Herbert, Ph.D. 

President

Gwendolyn Mahon, M.Sc., Ph.D. 

Provost and Senior Vice President  

for Academic Affairs

Jim Irwin, M.S., CPA 

Senior Vice President of Finance  

and Administration

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OFFICERS

Regen Gallagher ’95, MBA, D.O. ’99, Chair

James D. Herbert, Ph.D., President (ex-officio)

E. “Story” Cleland Landis, Ph.D., Vice-Chair

George M. Locarno ’70, LL.M., CPA, J.D., Secretary

Cheri Walker, CPA, Treasurer

MEMBERS

Jim Brady

Calen B. Colby, PE

David Engle, M.S.

Jean Ginn Marvin, M.A.

Fran Girard

Mason “Skip” Irving III, MBA

Robert T. Leonard, D.O. ’86

Mark Malone, CCIM

Dan McCormack, MBA

Dimitri Michaud, MBA

Julie Mostov, Ph.D.

Ford S. Reiche, J.D.

Richard Roderick, M.S., MBA

Justin H. Schair, MBA

Stephen C. Shannon, M.P.H., D.O. ’86

Kate Snyder, M.P.P.M.

Larry Wold

TRUSTEES EMERITI

Vincent E. Furey, Jr. 

VICE PRESIDENTS

Ellen G. Beaulieu, M.P.H., Ed.D. 

Vice President for Strategy and Communications

Jennifer I. DeBurro, M.Ed. 

Dean of Students and Vice President of Student Affairs

Alicia Fereday, MBA 

Vice President for Institutional Advancement

Bobbie Kallner, B.S. 

Chief Human Resources Officer and Associate Vice 

President of Human Resources

Ron Schneider, J.D. 

General Counsel and Vice President of Legal Affairs

Scott E. Steinberg, MBA 

Vice President of University Admissions

Alan Thibeault, B.S. 

Vice President for University Operations

John Tumiel, M.A., OTR/L 

Vice President for Board Relations, 

Senior Advisor to the President, and Chief  

Compliance Officer

COLLEGE DEANS

John Austin, Ph.D. 

Interim Dean of the College of Business, P.D. Merrill 

Endowed Chair of Business, and Associate Professor

Jane E. Carreiro, D.O. ’88 

Dean of the College of Osteopathic Medicine and  

Vice President for Health Affairs

Nicole S. Kimmes, D.D.S. 

Dean of the College of Dental Medicine

Jonathan Millen, Ph.D.  

Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences

Jennifer Lee Morton, M.P.H., D.N.P. 

Dean of the Westbrook College of Health Professions

Beth Taylor-Nolan, Ed.D. 

Dean of the College of Professional Studies
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